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It has been reported that the cis-trans photostationary mixture of stilbene can be controlled by performing 

the direct photolysis in the presence of medium and large pore reolites,l-3 the most dramatic case being ZSM-5 

and silica&. Chving to the molecular sieves properties of these pentasil zeolites, tram+stilbene (TS) can be 

readily incorporated within the tridirectional channel systems of these solids (straight 5.2x5.7 A, sinusoidal 
5.3x5.6 A), while by contrast the different molecular dimensions precludes the cis isomer (CS) to penetrate 

inside the internal voids of these medium pore zeolites. When irradiating, the tight fit of the pentasil reaction 

cavity prevents adsorbed TS from C=C double bond isomerization, while CS in tbe liquid phase can freely 

undergo the photochemical isometization to TS. This amazing discrimitation between the two stilbene 

stereoisomers can even be successfully exploited to obtain pure CS by removing it from the last traces of ‘X4 

The remarkable shape-selectivity displayed by ZSM-5 is not uoprece&nted and lies on the basis of some 

industrial applications of this zeolite as catalyst for the synthesis of pxylene and other alkylaromatics.5-7 

In tbe present communication we want to show that it is possible to achieve just the IWWWX situation, i.e. 

essential lack of isomerization from CS and exclusive irradiation of TS, by performing the photosensitized 

version of tbii reaction using a benzophenone previously incorporated within ZSM-5. Comparison with other 

large pore zeofites with mono ns well as tridimctional topology reveals that this result is exclusively attributable 

to the unique shape-selective GbanXteristics of 2234-5. 

In order to define a reaction cavity* essentially stationary, constant and time-independent, where 

cavity/size conuol by the zeolite l&lice could be operative, entrapment and immobilizahon of the sensitizer was 
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Fig. 2. Results of the photochemical isomerization of stilbene sensitizd (XX60 nm) by Al3P adsorbed within 

diffaent zeolites. A: yield of CS upon irradiation of TS for 3 h: B: yield of TS upon irradiition of CS for 1 h. 

What is important from this data is that while the set of zsolites exhibits similar initial activity for the TS 

to CS isomerization (Fig.2A.), no significant conversion was observed for the CS photolysis in the presence of 

AEP-HZSMJ. For this experiment, much longer irradiation times only led to very low conversions ($3 %). 

As far as we know this constitutes the first example of a shape-s&c tive photosensitized reaction. 

This result can be easily interpreted assuming that ABP is well protected by the ZSMJ lattice and not 

accessible to CS (Scheme I). Moreover, since isomerization of TS can only takes place outside the channels of 

the ZSM-5. excited TS must be able to diffuse to the liquid phase. therefore suggesting that the active 

population of ABP must be predominantly located close to the pore openings and not deeply within the 

micropores. 

TS* cs 

Scheme 1. Shape-Selective photosensitized isomerization of stifbene using ABP incorporated within ZSM-5. 
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In the case of ABP-HMGR composite, a photostationary mixture starting from TS or CS not much 

different to that achieved in the CH2C12 homogeneous ABP experiment or to those mported for typical energy 

trausfer photosensitizers could be obtained.la However, for the TS isomerization In the presence BP-HZSM- 

5 sample, the isomerixation appsrentIy stopped while the mixture is stiIl far from the cotresPonding stationary 

vaIue.t3 This fsct can he teht@d with a progmsaive deactivation by bIockage of the srnaI1 micmpores of ZSM-5. 

In fact, reuse of the ARP-H&S&Id sensitizer without any rmauneut Ied to a appreciable &crease (about 10%) in 

the TS isomerizatiotreffic&cy. 

In conclusion, we have shown that the activity of a typical energy transfer sensitizer can be controlled by 

incorporation within zeolIte hosts of different topologies. Acid-base interaction between the zeolite sites 

(overwhelmingly located on the internal surfaces) and the subs&em NH2 group has been found strong 

enough to immobilize the phometitizer during the photochemical reaction. This has allowed for the first time 

to observe a shape selectivity in a sensitized photo&emicaI reaction. 
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